39

was according to work at first, but later on it was
done according to birth in a family for reasons of
training and efficiency. Whatever work is done it
should be done well. That is Dharma. No work is
high or low.

Besides the four classes, people speak of a fifth
class called Panchamas.

The criminal tribes who were thieves profession-
ally and who were accustomed to drinking toddy
and eating beef were segregated. They lived apart
from other communities. But at times there were
saints born among them like Nandanar and
Thirupan Azhwar who were honoured by other
communities also.

We do not cut off a finger if there is a wound in
it. We cure it. Similarly such backward people
should be educated and brought forward to -take
part in the main stream of national activities.
Gandhiji called them Harijans or children of
God, and asked people to help them. "If the sinful
man worships God and takes refuge in God, he
soon becomes righteous and gets the highest state"
(B.G. IX - 30 to 32). Valmiki, the author of the
Ramayana was said to have been a bandit who
later became a saint.
Sir, what is right and what is wrong?
Is there any golden rule to test this?
Westerners say that the act which does good to
the largest number of people is good and that
which brings harm to many is bad. But this rule
is defective.The majority in a village maybe drun-
kards. An act which seems to be good to many
will be really bad. So we have to turn to Gita
and Dharma Sastras where we can find thp